1
PARENTING IN SOCIALIZATION		4
[bookmark: _GoBack]








Aspects of Family and Parenting in Socialization
Student’s Name
University Department
Course Name/Number
Professor’s Name
Date








Aspects of Family and Parenting in Socialization
Socialization involves how people learn the norms and beliefs of their society. Learning these beliefs begin during childhood and as one grows up they get to acquire the social skills that can enable them to master and understand the social values and expectations of their societies. As an agent of socialization, parents have a great role to play in helping their children develop life skills that can bring together their social, emotional, and cognitive capacities to solve the problems that they face as well as achieve life goals. Parents can, therefore, improve the development of their children by creating a lasting relationship for them as well as model desired behavior for them to follow.
Once children are born, they begin developing motor skills, cognitive and emotional skills. Parents have a key responsibility in the development of these skills. Home becomes the first learning place where the child can get to learn important values. What they learn through their interactions with their parents is what they carry for the better part of the lives (Volling et al., 2009). Some skills that they need include communication skills that help them to communicate what they want as well as understand others, making connections of things, self-directed, and critical thinking skills. Developing these skills requires the parent to help the child develop and create lasting relationships. As portrayed in the video “Age 7 in America,” children create a relationship with the people they interact within their environment. A parent’s role in creating this lasting relationship involves creating an environment where the child can establish a relationship with the parent, friends, and siblings. Through this, the child can develop beneficial emotional attachments where they can learn pro-social skills. Lack of such an environment may affect a child’s development. For instance, as depicted in the documentary “Age 7 in America,” children without siblings like Erick who lives in a Chicago suburb spends most of his time alone locked up in his playroom on a computer (Campbell, 2013). Erick does not have a sibling and affects him.
Furthermore, parents can promote the development of important skills in their children by creating a model of desired behavior. When children are young, they learn a lot of things including personalities from their parents and people they interact with like grandparents or siblings. In this way, parents become a powerful force in the development of the child because the way things function in homes or neighborhoods affects the child. For example, the documentary about Age 7 children in America shows how children from poor neighborhoods like Luis who lives in a building for the homeless. This is a temporary home and he has lived in almost six places. Children like Luis cannot find comfort or create a trustful relationship because they don’t get the opportunity to learn the desired behavior because he interacts with different people with varied behavioral personalities. Every child depicted in the documentary has a different experience, which has been shaped by the environment they live in. While others live in comfort and affluent background other children live in violent neighborhoods with experience of shootouts that their counterparts in suburbs and affluent neighborhoods have only heard of in the movies. Creating the model desired behavior may be difficult for some parents whose income is low, but the parent can reduce the impacts of violent experiences by avoiding fights with the spouses.
In summary, socialization is important in the life of the child. Every individual learns how to make and sustain relationships with others. However, these skills are stated and strengthened with the immediate attachments in the family. Parents and family play a critical role in strengthening the child’s development by giving them the tools for their interpersonal development as portrayed in the documentary film examined in the body of this essay.
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